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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

2. Claims 37-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Herzog (6,241 ,668) in view of Tahara et al (5,909,551) , Nishihara and Wong 
(6,260,021) . 

Regarding claim 37, Herzog discloses a system for selecting and automatically 
recording medical image data onto a data storage medium, the system being connected 
to a medical image server, the system comprising: 
an application server; 
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a plurality of production stations( 19,21 ,20); a plurality of browsing terminals; (column 
4.lines 15-23) 

a network connecting the application server (column 4, lines 15-23, Figs 1-2) the 
plurality of production stations and the plurality of browsing terminals, wherein the 
application server is configured to receive medical image data from the medical image 
server, the application server further comprising: 

a selection module configured to allow a user to select selected medical image data via 

at least one of (a) a selected one of the plurality of browsing terminals and (b) the 

application server (column 3, lines 30-55, column 4, lines 15-25) , 

a search module configured to automatically search the medical image server for 

related medical image data that is related to the selected medical image data, 

a configuration data module configured to allow a user to input identifying information 

relating to the selected medical image data (column 3, lines 20-30) , 

a production station selection module configured to allow a user to select one of the 

plurality of production stations, wherein the selected production station is configured to 

receive the selected medical image data and the related medical image data to produce 

a data storage medium that has recorded on it the selected and the related medical 

image data (column 3. lines 12-30). 

Herzog fails to specifically teaches recording viewing program on the medium. 

Tahara teachers a recording apparatus for recording images and a viewing 
program on a medium , the viewing program configured to view the mage data . (See 
Abstract , column 7, lines 40-68). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Herzog 
with Tahara by using a viewing program recording means as taught by Tahara for 
recording a viewing program with the images on the medium of Herzog thereby 
enabling viewing the images when needed. 

Regarding claims 3-4, Herzog fails to teach the first device is configured to print a 
label on said portable digital recording medium. 

Nishihara teaches a system for receiving the image data and associated labels 
and for storing the image data and associated label on a file (column 10, lines 20-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Herzog 
with Nishihara by providing the images data of Herzog with associated labels thereby 
enhancing the capability of the system of Herzog in retrieving the images data. 

Herzog as modified with Nishihara fails to specifically teaches the use of a 
printer for printing the labels. 

However, it is noted that using a printer for printing an image from a stored or 
received image is well known in the art . Therefore, Official Notice is taken and it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary sill in the art to modify Herzog as modified with 
Nishihara by using a printer for printing the label on the disc. 

Herzog fails to teaches an audit module for providing auditable trail for the 
selected medical images data .. However, it is noted that providing an audit module 
for providing auditable trail for the selected images data is s well known in the as 
taught by Wong . Won teaches using a module for providing an auditable trail for 
selected images data fro security purposes (column 1, lines 5-11, column 10, lines 



Application/Control Number: 09/761 .795 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2621 

40-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
nnodify Herzog with Wong by using an audit module with system of Herzog for 
providing an auditable trail for selected imaged data thereby enhancing the capacity 
of the system of Herzog , 

Regarding claims 38, Herzog further teaches the portable digital recording 
medium is an optical disk and is a CD (column 3, lines 40-50). 

Regarding claim 39, Herzog as modified with Wong further teaches that the 
auditable trail of the selected images data includes a record of when the selected 
medical image data and the related medical image data were recorded onto the 
data storage medium (See Wong, column 10, lines 40-47). 

Regarding claim 40, Herzog as modified with Wong further teaches an image 
scanner generating the image data in a DICOM format (See Herzog, column 2, lines 
52-54, Wong, column 2, lines 15-60). 

Regarding claim 40, Herzog further teaches the medicalimage server is 
configured to provide medical image data to the application server in response to 
generation of medical image data by an imaging modality coupled to the medical image 
server (column 2, lines 20 to column 3, line 50, Figs. 1 and 2) . 

Regarding claim 42 , Herzog as modified with Wong further teaches the 
application server further comprises a user authentication module configured to 
authenticate - a user's identification before the user is allowed to access the selection 
module (See Wong , column 10, lines 30-45). 

Regarding claim 43 . Herzog further teaches the application server further 
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includes a database (22, Fig. 2) configured to store medical image data, received from 
the medical image server ( column 2, line 47 to column 3, line 32) . 

Regarding claim 44, Herzog further the selection module is further configured to 
provide the user with a listing of patients having medical image data stored in the 
database (column 3, lines 22-57). 

3. Claim 45.46 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Herzog (6.241,668) in view of Tahara et al (5,909,551). 

Regarding claim 45, , Herzog discloses a system for selecting and automatically 
recording medical image data onto a data storage medium, the system being connected 
to a medical image server, the system comprising: 
an application server; 

a plurality of production stations( 19,21.20); a plurality of browsing terminals; (column 
4,lines 15-23) 

a network connecting the application server (column 4, lines 15-23, Figs 1-2) the 
plurality of production stations and the plurality of browsing terminals, wherein the 
application server is configured to receive medical image data from the medical image 
server, the application server further comprising; 

a selection module configured to allow a user to select selected medical image data via 
at least one of (a) a selected one of the plurality of browsing terminals and (b) the 
application server (column 3. lines 30-55, column 4, lines 15-25) , 
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a search module configured to automatically search the medical image server for 

related medical image data that is related to the selected medical image data, 

a configuration data module configured to allow a user to input identifying information 

relating to the selected medical image data (column 3, lines 20-30) , 

a production station selection module configured to allow a user to select one of the 

plurality of production stations, wherein the selected production station is configured to 

receive the selected medical image data and the related medical image data to produce 

a data storage medium that has recorded on it the selected and the related medical 

image data (column 3, lines 12-30). 

Herzog fails to specifically teaches recording viewing program on the medium. 

Tahara teachers a recording apparatus for recording images and a viewing 
program on a medium , the viewing program configured to view the mage data . (See 
Abstract , column 7, lines 40-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Herzog 
with Tahara by using a viewing program recording means as taught by Tahara for 
recording a viewing program with the images on the medium of Herzog thereby 
enabling viewing the images when needed. 

Regarding claim 46, Herzog further the selection module is further configured to 
provide the user to input identification related to the medical image data stored in the 
database (column 3, lines 22-57). 

Regarding claim 51, Herzog further teaches the portable digital recording 
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medium is an optical disk and is a CD (column 3, lines 40-50). 

4. Claims 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Herzog 
(6,241 ,668) in view of Tahara et a! (5,909,551 ) as applied to claims 45 above, further in 
view of Nishihara et a! (5.272.625). 

Regarding claim 47, Herzog fails to teach the first device is configured to print a 
label on said portable digital recording medium. 

Nishihara teaches a system for receiving the image data and associated labels 
and for storing the image data and associated label on a file (column 10. lines 20-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Herzog 
with Nishihara by providing the images data of Herzog with associated labels thereby 
enhancing the capability of the system of Herzog in retrieving the images data . 

Herzog as modified with Nishihara fails to specifically teaches the use of a 
printer for printing the labels. 

However, it is noted that using a printer for printing an image from a stored or 
received image is well known in the art . Therefore, Official Notice is taken and it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary sill in the art to modify Herzog as modified with 
Nishihara by using a printer for printing the label on the disc. 

5. Claims 48-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Herzog (6,241 ,668) in view of Tahara et al as applied to claim 45 above further in view 
of in view of Wong (6.260,021). 

Regarding claims 48-50 . Herzog fails to teaches an audit module for providing 
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auditable trail for the selected medical images data .. However, it is noted that 
providing an audit module for providing auditable trail for the selected images data is 
s well known in the as taught by Wong . Won teaches using a module for providing 
an auditable trail for selected images data fro security purposes (column 1 , lines 5-1 1 , 
column 10, lines 40-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Herzog with Wong by using an audit module with system of 
Herzog for providing an auditable trail for selected imaged data thereby enhancing 
the capacity of the system of Herzog . 

6. Claims 52 and 54-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Herzog (6,241 ,668) in view of Tahara et al (5,909,551 ) as applied to claims 45 
above, further in view of Nishihara et al (5,272,625). 

Regarding claims 52 and 58, Herzog discloses a system for selecting and 
automatically recording medical image data onto a data storage medium, the system 
being connected to a medical image server, the system comprising: 
an application server; 

a plurality of production stations( 19,21,20); a plurality of browsing terminals; (column 
4,lines 15-23) 

a network connecting the application server (column 4, lines 15-23, Figs 1-2) the 
plurality of production stations and the plurality of browsing terminals, wherein the 
application server is configured to receive medical image data from the medical image 
server, the application server further comprising: 
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a selection module configured to allow a user to select selected medical image data via 

at least one of (a) a selected one of the plurality of browsing terminals and (b) the 

application sen/er (column 3, lines 30-55, column 4, lines 15-25) , 

a search module configured to automatically search the medical image server for 

related medical image data that is related to the selected medical image data, 

a configuration data module configured to allow a user to input identifying information 

relating to the selected medical image data (column 3, lines 20-30) , 

a production station selection module configured to allow a user to select one of the 

plurality of production stations, wherein the selected production station is configured to 

receive the selected medical image data and the related medical image data to produce 

a data storage medium that has recorded on it the selected and the related medical 

image data (column 3, lines 12-30). 

Herzog fails to specifically teaches recording viewing program on the medium. 

Tahara teachers a recording apparatus for recording images and a viewing 
program on a medium , the viewing program configured to view the mage data . (See 
Abstract , column 7, lines 40-68). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Herzog 
with Tahara by using a viewing program recording means as taught by Tahara for 
recording a viewing program with the images on the medium of Herzog thereby 
enabling viewing the images when needed. 

Herzog fails to teach a device is configured to print a label on said portable 
digital recording medium. 
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Nishihara teaches a system for receiving the image data and associated labels 
and for storing the image data and associated label on a file (column 10, lines 20-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Herzog 
with Nishihara by providing the images data of Herzog with associated labels thereby 
enhancing the capability of the system of Herzog in retrieving the images data . 

Herzog as modified with Nishihara fails to specifically teaches the use of a 
printer for printing the labels. 

However, it is noted that using a printer for printing an image from a stored or 
received image is well known in the art . Therefore, Official Notice is taken and it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary sill in the art to modify Herzog as modified with 
Nishihara by using a printer for printing the label on the disc. 

Regarding claims 54-55, Herzog further teaches using identification and a list 
patient (column 3, lines 10-57). 

Regarding claim 56, Herzog as modified with Wong further teaches an image 
scanner generating the image data in a DICOM format (See Herzog, column 2, lines 
52-54) . 

Regarding claims 57, Herzog further teaches the portable digital recording 
medium is an optical disk and is a CD (column 3, lines 40-50). 

7. Claim 53 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Herzog 
(6,241,668) in viewof Tahara et al and Nishihara as applied to claim 52 above further 
in view of in view of Wong (6,260,021). 
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Regarding claim 53 , Herzog fails to teaches an audit module for providing 
auditable trail for the selected medical images data .. However, it is noted that 
providing an audit module for providing auditable trail for the selected images data is 
s well known in the as taught by Wong . Won teaches using a module for providing 
an auditable trail for selected images data fro security purposes (column 1 , lines 5-1 1 , 
column 10, lines 40-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Herzog with Wong by using an audit module with system of 
Herzog for providing an auditable trail for selected imaged data thereby enhancing 
the capacity of the system of Herzog . 



Conclusion 



8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUY T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7378. The examiner can nomially be reached on 8:30AM -6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on (571 ) 272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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